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This study explores how social and political consciousness
finds expression in the poetry of Akbar Allahabadi and Allama
Igbal against the backdrop of colonial India. At a time when British
rule disrupted political autonomy, cultural values, and collective
identity, poetry became more than an artistic form; it served as a
voice of concern, resistance, and guidance. The importance of this
topic lies in understanding how Urdu poetry responded to
colonial modernity and social change by engaging directly with
issues of cultural imitation, moral decline, and political
awareness. By examining these two poets together, the study
highlights literature’s role in shaping public consciousness and
addressing the intellectual challenges faced by Muslim society
during a period of profound transition. The research is based on a
qgualitative and comparative reading of selected poems,
supported by historical and socio-political context. Akbar
Allahabadi’s poetry is examined for its sharp use of satire and
irony, through which he comments on Westernisation, social
hypocrisy, and the everyday realities of colonial life. His humour
serves not merely to entertain but to provoke reflection and
criticism. In contrast, Allama Igbal’s poetry is approached through
its philosophical and ideological depth, particularly his emphasis
on selfhood (khudi), spiritual awakening, and collective
responsibility. This method allows the study to appreciate the
distinct styles of both poets while recognising their shared
commitment to social reform.The study finds that although
Akbar Allahabadi and Allama Igbal differ in tone and poetic
strategy, both play a crucial role in developing socio-political
awareness in Urdu literature.

Keywords: Akbar Allahabadi, Allama Igbal, social and political
consciousness, Urdu poetry, colonial India, satire, khudi, cultural
identity, comparative study.
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“Igbal found the Prophet as the ideal
leader of man. He came to conclusion that
stagnation in modern Islam was due to
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Muslims. Instead of following the line of
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astray, which was the sole cause of their ruin
and humiliation.” (Dr. Parveen Shaukat Ali, p

127)
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"Man is a dynamic Centre of energy
placed in the dynamic universe. Although he
is conscious of his own insignificance, his
own imperfections, as well as that of the
world, he is endowed witho._ a free
personality, initiative and creative power
which place him in a position to mould and
change what lies in him and outside. He is
free in the sense that, in spite of the
limitations of nature and obstructions
imposed upon him by his surroundings, his
real self, unlike a physical event, is not
fettered by space and serial time. The self is
the only ultimate reality, while space and
serial time are how it manifests itself.

(Khalid,1995, p.38)
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